PUNISHING 


Of- ſach Perſons as live at 


HIGH RATES, 


And have no viſible Eſtate , Profeſſion or Calling 
Anſwerable thereunto. 


At the Parliament begun at Weſtminſter the 17" Day 
of 9 eptember, Anno Domini, 1656. 


s Þcreas divers lewd and dildos 


N. . * 0 
\ 9 ; 
N Id N 
a \\ wo SIPS. 
I 8 \ 
WW CY WW . 
1 W s \ VL 
* * WY | 
va | NY 
IA& 2 \ 
\ WJ 


lute Perſons in this Common- 


NEED Wealth, uve at very high Vates 
\VAV/e and great expences, having no 
© "7 eſtate, Pꝛofeſtion, on Cal- 


a ing (anſwerable — ney to 
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and Livelyhood, to Cheat, Deboyſt, "ay and 
Deteive the young Gentry, and other the Good 
People of this Commonwealth; Be it Enact- 
ed by his Highneſs the Lozd P2otectoz and this 
pꝛeſent Parliament, and the Authoꝛity thereof, 
That all and every Juſtice of Peace, in any 
County, and all and every Juſtice of Peace, 
Maio, oz other head Officer, in any City, 
Burrough, oz Town Coꝛpoꝛate, (hall, within 
their relpective Limits, have power and Autho⸗ 
rity, by Warrant under his oꝛ their hands and 
Seals, to ſend koꝛ every ſuch perſon oz per⸗ 
lons, and to require of him oz them ſufficient 
Sureties, aſwell fo2 his as their appearance at 
the next General Seſſions koꝛ the Peace, to be 
held in fuch County, City, Burrough oz 
Town Coꝛpoꝛate, as foz his oz their good a⸗ 
bearing; And in cale ſuch perſon oz perſons 
ſhall refuſe oz neglect to finde ſuch ſufficient 
Durettes; then to ſend ſuch perſon oz perſons to 
the Common Goal, there to remain until he v2 
they (hall finde Surtties as afozeſaid. 

And be it further Enacted by the Autho \ty 


afozeſaid, That at ſuch General Sflions fo; 


the Peace, to be held within ſuch County, City, 
Burrough, oz Town Cozpozate as afozeſatd, 
ſuch perſon oz perſons, ſhall be Indicted foz ſo 
living at High Rates and great Expences, ha- 
ving no viſible Eſtate, P2ofeſſion, oz calling an⸗ 
[werable thereunto, upon which Indictment if 
he oꝛ they ſhall be legally convicted of the ſaid 
Offence oz Offences, then every ſuch perſon 
oꝛ perſons (hall be ſent to the houle of Coꝛrecti⸗ 
on, there to be puniſhed and ſet on woꝛk accoꝛd⸗ 
ing to the Law, and there to continue fo the 
ſpace of thꝛee moneths; And if ſuch mw 02 
perſons 
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(3) 
perſons (hail be convicted as afo:eſard aſecond 
time koꝛ the like Offence, then ſuch perſon oꝛ per- 
ſons;thall be committed to the houſe of Coꝛ recti⸗ 
on, there to be puniſhed and let on Wozk, and 
there to continue untill he oz they thall be dil⸗ 
charged by the Juſtices in open Seſlions. 

And be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛity 
afozelaid, That if any perſon oz perſons, at 
any time after the firſt day of Auguſt, which 
ſhall be in the year of our Toꝛd One thouſand 


ix hundzed fifty and ſeven, (hall (by playing at 


Cards, Dice, Tables, Tennis, Bowles, o2 
Shovelboard, Cock-fighting.oz by Hozſe-races; 
02 any Game oz Games, oꝛ by bearing any part 
in the adventure, oꝛ by betting on the ſides oꝛ 
hands of ſuch as do oz ſhall play as afozcſaid) 
directly oz tndirectily, win oz gain unto him oz 
themſelves, any lum oꝛ ſums of money, oꝛ other 
thing valuable whatſoever , That then every 
perſon and perſons, ſo winning oz gaining as a- 
fo:eſaid, ſhall fozfeit double the ſum oz value fo 
won oz gained, One Moyty thereof to the Pꝛo⸗ 
tectoꝛ, the other Moyty unto the perſon oz per⸗ 
ſons who ſhall loſe y ſame, ſo as ſuch loſer do oz 
Gall pꝛoſecute 02 ſue fo2 the fame within thꝛee 
Moneths next after ſuch Fozfeiture ; And in de- 
fault of ſuchpꝛoſecution, the ſaid other Moyty to 
luch perſon oz perſons whoſhall oz will pꝛolecute 
02 ſue foꝛ the lame, at any time within ſix Mo⸗ 
neths next after the ſaid thꝛee moneths expired. 

And be it further Enacted by the Authoꝛity 


 afozeſaid, That the ſeveral Foxfeitures in this 


Act befoze mentioned, hall oz may be recovered 
by Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint oz Pnfozma- 
tion, in any of the four Courts of Recozd at 
Weſtminſter, Wherein no Elloign 02 „ of 
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Law ſhall be allowed: And that all and every 
ſuch Plaintiffe oz Plaintiffs, Pnfozmer oz In⸗ 
fozmers, ſhall in every ſuch Suit, recover his 
oz their double Coſts; Any Law oz Statute 
to the contrary notwithſtanding, 
And be it further Enacted by the Anthozity 
afozeſaid, that all Judgements, Statutes, 
Recoginizances, Moztgages, Bonds, Bills, 
P2omiles, Covenants, Decrees and other Al⸗ 
furances and Engagements whatſoever , that 
any time, lince the four and twentieth day of 
June, in the pear One thouſand fix hundzed 
fourty ſeven, have been, o2 ſhall hereafter know- 
ingly be obtained by, oz otherwiſe Made, Given, 
Acknowledged, oz Entred into, to any Scrive- 
ner oz Dcriveners, oz to any other Perſon oz 
Perſons, foz ſecurity, oꝛ in ſatiſfaction of mo⸗ 
ney. oz other things, lince the time afozeſaid , 
Plaid foz, oz Hereafter to be Plaid fo2 oz Loſt 
at Cards, Dice, Tables, Tennis, Bowles, 


Shovel-board, oz by Cock-fighting, oꝛ by 

H92\(e-races, oꝛ by any Game oz Games, oꝛ by 

bearing any part in the Adventure, oz by Bet⸗ 
ting on the lides oz hands of ſuch as Do oz 

ch all Play as afozeſaid,ſhall beutterly void and 

of none effect. | 
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